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Chilworth railway accident report

and the death of Guard Henry Wicks

Surrey Advertiser Saturday 5 & 12 March 1892
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CHILWORTH.

SERIOUS ACCIDENT ON THE BOUTH
EASTERN RAILWAY,

Tha unfortunate succession of accideats which
htve oocarred this oa the Bouth Easlera
Railway recsived a addttin-u: II-“;
morning, by a very carious emash w oo
near Chilworth Btatirs, and r_r;ltl.id (7] t:-& I:;:
of omne life snd greal damags to ng o a
the permansnt way. WProm particulars gleaned
om 1be spotl it eppears that & heavily Inaded goods
train, consicting of 51 waggnans dmawa tws

left Badhill oo Monday night for de

ing in charge of the engies driver and stoker and
two goards, the two latter cocupying vane, ong
in the fore part of the traim and the olhec &t
the rear. All weat woll untl the ofasp
decline olreiching to Ohileorth Station was
reached, and here, jusl bafore the train commenced
the descect, 8 coupling weems to have brokan,
with the result thal the (rin separstod
into two pearts Oa the fromt portica
reaching the bottom of the declina, where its
sperd wes cheoked by the sagive brakes, 1t was
overtaken by the latter part of the trein which
daade<| with terrific foree into the few trucks and
the guard's van which had remained altached o
the ongine, The impart was tremendous, and ia
an (netant some 30 trucks were bLurled ina con-
fused mase of shapsiess wreckage over the sfesp
gide of the embankment, which at thua jont 8
very blgh. Heary Hicks, of Reading, the guard
in the front vas, which was next to tha sugine,
was killed on the rpot, his body being shockingly
mutilated, and the vaz was simply rmoshed to
Ricks bhad only ftekea the trin

to repisce a fellow g who waa alseot,
The tender of the escond engine wes
thrown from the muils, but fortunately the
locomotive itself kepd to the matals and both
driver and fireman eecaped unhnrt  As »00n an
the men in charge realired wlat had occurred
assistamoe was at onoe semt for and Mr. Smith,
th. lhtinnm at 'fhilwnrth, wWas 8y oA
the t. Uulil duybroak httla could le dona
and 1 an sztreordinary scene w.et the view
of the mea. Thirly or so trucks lay piled from
the botiom of the embenkment to & helght far
above the level of the line, and their contacts,
which inelodad bricks, harrels, pipes, eacks of
cement. fursitare, and other 3. wore scattars]
aboat in the greatest confusion. Two trucky on
the top of the wreckege stood up on end leaning
arninst one another, and almost uninjured, whils
others lay at the bottom of the mle crmbed and
broken ints coantisss fragmenis.  Harrels had
rolled loces into the meadow below, and & pair of
wheels, releaded from the axle botas, had (nund
their way (o a point some bandred yanls towar s
the hreok. Huge iroe bars wers Lwusled like
strawo, and the ruils were bent and torn op fog
alout 150 yards, Tha talegraph connections were

utterly demolished, two poles going down in the
general wreck, sad the whole sceme pre.
santed & moest remarkable apvearn: s
It wae found that the guard was

missing, and after somo time speat 1n ssarching,
biv lifslees body was discoversd by the brake man
White lving on the embankment nuite clear of
the wrackage. [l Liad evidently bean inatantly
killed. Heo wes & warrisd man, anid leaves &
widow and family. Awonget the splinters of the
van was fousd a &0 of ' Forget ma Not."
which the poor fellow resme o bavae had with
kim at the moment of the ecrash. The boy'y was
at coos taken to Chilworth Stalion to awa & the
inguest, and tlelegrama were i(mmadialely
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despalched for assistavce. Boona very large
break-down gang from the Hricklavers' Arme
Station were on the spot, and the work of ciear-
ing thoe up line, which, as well a+ the down line,
wes blocksd wasat once commeonrad, [t was ten
o'clock bafore this was accomplished, and thea
ihe tra®e had to be worked on ooe line, the down
road being utterly destroved, (tut of the wreckad
train only aboot 1A or 2 trucks were found 1o be
intact. The acdentloccurred abvout three- uartery
of a mile from Chilworth Station, near Mostford
erosging, Judging from the coufusion «f the
wreckage tho trmin must hare been trave!ling fasl
when the accident took ~and looking at the
length and eisspoees of tha decline this seeina
most probable. The work of elearing awar the
wrock wae rocrgetically procsedsd with, hatt
was Thursday evening before the down lime was

orl | restored, and some Lime musi necossary el (e

an- | before all the dcbeio can ba remove|,
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The poat-
office wire from (Juildford to Guosball, Share, and
Albury was restorsd by about twaive o'clock,

the | The engine driver statss thal ha was notawann

be | that the train had braken

im twn gntil the

e | ehoek of the eollimon wareed him of what bhad

be | bappoaed.
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THE INQUEST.

The inquest ou the body of the goar!, Henry
Wicks, was opened on Thursday monaug, before
Mr. O. F. Roamiea, at the Perey Aime+ Mr
Josaph Cooke was chosen foreman of tha jury,
Mr. Saitk, the stationmaster, ropresouted 104
Company,

Jossph Frederick Wicks, . f Nealing, 1nn of the
decoased, sai]l his father was 5 vears of age, and
had beso in the employ of the Company for al wul
3) vears.

Henry Forbea, driver of tha second engine of
the wreoked train, said the tran consisted of 5
veahiclos—49 tracke and 2 br.ak vane. [he trea
was heavily loaded, though there wers some ety
treeke. The trais, which left Iiadhill at i+ 10
p-m., usmally ma from Redlhill to Bhalforc mith.
nul g. On Monday night they pavad
through Gomahall station safely, and as far ay he
enderstond the drawhar of the truck broke 29 Lhe
train was going up Bhere Heath bank. He did
not molice anvthisg vetil they wero going down
the Chilworth bank, whea he felt the rear portion
of the train enllide with the front part. The
shock was very great, and knocked him under the
cab, where he struck hus head, rendenog bim
insenible for a moment.  Ha stopped the train
and sest the firet engine to Chilworlh to block the
ap line, as he knew 2 bal arc deut La/l oceurrnl,

tesuder of L ecgine lelt the line, The
guard’s van came unhooked from the engmm in
the collision. The train wae not an unuetally
heary ouve.  The proper load for a single enyine
was L) trusks

The Btatirnmuster stated that the proper loed
for a single engine ovar the Dorking to Nhaltord
seclion would be 30 loaded trucke. For twe
susives it wosld be threa-fnarths more, g1 that
vropar load for two enginsa would ba 4% laaded
truckes. Three emply trucrks énontal as one
loaded One, and on lhl wrecks) train Lthars wars
15 empty trucks, 80 that the load was un lor the
regulations. The whare the draw bar hr ke
was quils two milee from where tha aceileot
oocurred. Whea the eolliston occurre! the front
of "':h' train was goiog about 10 miles a  hour

‘tecrge Whits, brakesman, of Ieding., whe
weo cautinasd by Lhe Coroner aa to his evidenca,
said the deceased was actually in charge of the
'an. Witnres was in tha hind wvin. Bore
thay left Redhill Ntation witness saw that the
frain was properly hoaked up. He eramined
each eoupling.  Some of the safety chains rero
hooked up, others wers hanging dowr. He
“oupled up all the sifoly chaing whars thers wore
orresponding chaing on the ad joining trocks
' hook them to, When they loft Hellll
"" was matuehied avarvthine was all mnrht
Withesa noticed nothing wrong uutil the el
“1nn ook place Tha train eas going aboat i to
“» miles an hour up Blisrs Feath Bank. A
Witness appiiad his brake gring down Chilw~-ih
lfauk the brakesman and guard of & pirvng
ip train shoutad to him, but he did vt Boder-
“aid what they mesant. The eollislon tonk
nlase three or four minntes after that, Wot-
veas foand the decease! Iving on the embank-
ment, hin body almoat eaversd Ly the rurth.
'la eould not say whether the salely ciiaing
wohuld, in the event of & draw Lar broaking, be
virong eunough ta take the train up the LY
e ordinary draw bars wers enough to taka &
‘rarn up the bank, and he bad gever known one
hreak in netnal ure.

The inquiry was adjourued untl Fruday ookl
it eleveu o'clock,
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CHILWORTH.

Anromanap Iaauza? 0 THR QUARD WITIE, —
At the adjourned iaquiry, beld yeatazday (?rfdg)
at the Peroy Arms, inlo the dmath ot Mz H.
Wicks (goods gnard), the avidenes of tie night
inspaator and sxaminar of carriagss at Hadbill,
showsed that all rassonable cars had besan taksn
thars, and thatl the train was by no means ovsr-
ladan, Technieal wsvidencs showsd the malarial
of the draw-bar and pin fizing it to be of the
best, and the trock which had cansad tha acedl-
dent had been overhanled at the Ashlorl works
sn recantly as Baptamber last. —Ths Coroner (Mr.
@G. F. Roumisn) poinled out ibat ngd verdict bat
" gepidendal dealh’® was Pomible, and this the
jury foand, with the ressmmandation that some
means thould be devisad for communicaling ta-
tween the guards and driversof a goods traln.—
Tha jnry gave their fess to the widow, azd it was
stated that the South Eastsrn Railway Company
bad grantad her a weekly pension of 1l lor
life, :
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